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news release
DE LA GARZA INTRODUCES LEGISLATION TO PRIVATIZE
THE CONSTRUCTION OF BORDER INSPECTION FACILITIES
For immediate release, Thursday, April 6, 1995
WASHINGTON - Legislation introduced today by Rep. de la Garza, D-TX, entitled
the North American Border Stations Improvements Act, would authorize the General Service
Administration to enter into lease agreements of up to 30 years with State and local
government units of private corporations of the United States for the construction of
inspection facilities on the borders of the United States with Canada and Mexico.
"It is very important to clarify current GSA authority since the need for the
modernization and construction of new border stations will be critically needed in the
coming years, de la Garza stated.
Under the de la Garza's proposal, existing corporate or privately owned border
stations, and border stations owned by local governmental units, would also be allowed to
make additions, modifications, replacements, and most importantly, expansions of the port
facilities.
"If we want to help make border infrastructure more cost effective and effiCient, we
need to allow and encourage local communities and private units to modernize or construct
new border inspection facilities and allow the GSA to enter directly into lease agreements
with them for up to 30 years, de la Garza stated"
Rep. de la Garza also added "We don't need a so-called "local option" border
crossing tax to help finance border infrastructure. What we need is to allow and encourage
local communities that know what is best for their areas to enter into such partnerships with
the Federal government."
